
Smart specialization and social 
networks for diffusion of innovation 

Professor tŜǊƻ [ǳőƛƴΣ aΦ5ΦΣ tƘΦ5 
 
 

European Interdisciplinary Studies: 
(New) Challenges for Europe in a Changing World/ 

Knowledge ς a Key Tool for a Better Europe 
Rijeka, October 20/21,  2014 



http://anpsa.org.au/APOL12/dec98-7.html 

? a new platform for massive 
discussion of polytical and 

bureaucratic elites 

? a new platform for 
rethinkig the future 
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What is Smart Specialization? 



The goal is pretty high? 
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What is smart and what is specialization? 

1. Evidence based decissions 
2. Bottom up partnership approach ς 

not top down decission 
3. Global perspective on actions, 

potential advantages and 
cooperation 

4. Source in knowledge, services, 
technologies, talents and investors 

5. Make region more visible to investors 

1. Priority setting in time of scare 
resources 

2. Excellence in something specifiic 
3. !ŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ άcritical massέ ƻŦ 

resources 
4. Cross sectorial approach ς not  

necessarily focus on single sector 
5. Response to economic and societal 

challenges  
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To exploit territorial potential through innovation 
Source http://www.earto.eu/fileadmin/content/01_Seminars___Conferences/AC_2013/2013_PRESENTATIONS/ 
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What is the key? 



European regions 
for smart 
specialization 
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wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩκ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ 
with universities may be seen as 
risky due to unclear benefits of 
the outcomes and/or due to the 

long-term nature of the 

investment that the partnership 
requires 

shorter-term 

periods/cycles of 
governments 
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Short-term/long term problem 



What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Short-term 
How to connect three pillars 
into effective system? 

http://randompoliticalmusings.blogspot.com/2012/06/working-model-of-american-social.html 
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What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Short-term 
How to mobilize science and 
innovation in order to create 
more jobs and emplyments? 

Source: http://resources.talcie.org/topi... Cooger et al. (1990). 
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Short-term ­ Long term 

The term innovation means a new 
way of doing something. 
 
 

The meaning of invention is a "the 
act of finding out or construction 
of that which has not existed yet." 

http://resources.talcie.org/topics-and-activities/creativity-innovation-and-entrepreneurship


What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Short-term 
How to efficiently use factors of 
productivity and employment of 
the 20th century? 
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What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Long-term 
What are the factors of 
productivity and employment in 
the 21st century? 
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What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Short-term 
What are 20th century jobs? 
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http://mccrindle.com.au/the-mccrindle-blog/future-proof-changing-job-market-jobs-
past-careers-future 



What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Short-term 
What are 20th century jobs? 
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http://wingwams.blogspot.com/ 



What does smart specialization thinking menas? 

Long-term 
What are the 21st century jobs? 
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http://wingwams.blogspot.com/ 



http://www.baselinemag.com/careers/slideshows/ten-emerging-tech-jobs-with-great-futures.html 
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Emerging Tech jobs with great futures 


